
Habitat Purchases First Foreclosure Houses  

ReStore Anniversary Inspiration for Boutique  
   The second anniversary of the Habitat ReStore was celebrated in high style with the opening of the 

ReStore Boutique, two days of a ñBirthday Bargain Bonanza,ò an Open House, refreshments, and 

many discounts, on January 23rd and 24th. 
 
    Sue Ayers, Volunteer Extraordinaire and a person instrumental in the opening of the ReStore, ex-

plains the Boutique concept: ñWe want to put a new face on 

what the ReStore offers and in this economic downturn, we feel 

that opening a boutique to provide good quality, affordable 

clothes and accessories will be beneficial to the public and to 

Habitat.ò It was evident that the Boutique was of great interest 

to the ReStore customers, many of whom were unaware of the 

new addition until their arrival at the anniversary celebration.  
 
   Brian Dickerson, ReStore Director, recognizes that custom-

ersô needs have changed recently. In addition to large furniture 

and appliances, you can find smaller, daily need items like 

cleaning supplies, plastic ware, cookware, and pet supplies, 

among others. With the  addition of the Boutique and a select 

number of gourmet foods, the ReStore is truly "Your Everyday 

Store." 
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Sal and Holly Milliken 

Sue Ayers in the ReStore Boutique 

 

    Even in a down economy, there are some good 

things happening. The Habitat Board made a 

resolution in November to investigate the 

possibility of buying foreclosures. Parameters 

were set which included the size of the house 

(1,100 to 1,200 sq. ft.), the energy efficiency of 

the structure, and the date of construction: it had 

to be built under the 2001 building code. Joe 

Della Penna, Construction Manager, and Mike 

Sollitto, Project Superintendent, were charged 

with locating homes that fit the description and 

were affordable.  Habitat purchased three 

foreclosed houses in North Port.  
  
   ñThese are basically well built homes,ò Joe 

explains. ñThey need cosmetic upgrades like 

painting, cleaning, landscaping and minor repairs.  

If needed, weôll upgrade the air conditioning, 

water heater, and the water treatment.ò  New 

appliances are also installed as needed. Joe 

anticipates it will take 60 to 90 days for each 

house to be completed. 
  
    Since each partner family is required to have 

300 hours of sweat equity before they can own 

the house, Habitat will lease the renovated  house     

to the  family if they have completed at least half 

of Habitat's requirements. Closing will occur 

when all requirements are fulfilled. 
  
   Holly and Salamon (Sal) Milliken, a partner 

family from North Port, will be the occupants of 

the first house 

renovated by 

Habitat. Holly 

and Sal attended 

North Port High 

School and met 

when Sal was a 

Junior and Holly  

a Sophomore. 

Holly declares, 

ñWe knew right 

then that we had found true love.ò They married 

in June, 2008. ñWe love being a part of Habitat,ò 

Holly says. ñItôs very kind and generous of them 

to help us.ò  
  
   Beth Ferris, Family Service Co-Director, notes 

that the Milliken's are working hard to complete 

their program requirements. 
  
                               



Habitat received a $5,500 

grant from the Verizon 

Foundation making Verizon 

the Presenting Sponsor for the 

various events held by our 

affiliate during the year such 

as the Annual Meeting & Fall 

Gathering, Sweet Home 

Habitat, Volunteer Appreciation gatherings and ReStore events. 

Our thanks to Verizon for this special grant and to Steve 

Mixson, Director of Verizon External Affairs, and our own staff 

member, Ronnie Meurs, for their efforts in securing the grant 

from Verizon.                      __________________ 

                                                                     

C o n s t r u c t i o n 

Manager, Joe Della 

Penna and Judith 

Wilcox, Habitat 

Executive Director,  

accept a  check for 

$60,000 from the 

Bank of America 

F o u n d a t i o n , 
presented by local 

Bank of America representatives, C. J. Coury, Senior Vice 

President, Retail Mortgage Lending, and Douglas Sherman, 

Market President, West Central.  "We are very pleased to have 

the support of the Bank of America Foundation," Judith said. 

"The focus of the Foundation is affordable housing, community 

development and revitalization of neighborhoods, which 

describes Habitat's goals as well." The funds are expected to be 

used on the construction of Habitat's first multifamily complex, 

Garden Park, being built in the Laurel/Nokomis area. 

 HAPPENINGS . . .  

Wilson -Wood Foundation Partners with Habitat  

    2. 

We are grateful to 

Publix Super Market 

Charities for their 

generous check of 

$22,000 supporting the 

construction of the 

Pelican Road houses in 

South Venice. Pictured 

are Shannon Patten, 

Publ ix Corporate 

Office, Judith Wilcox, Habitat Executive Director, Randy 

Upton, Publix Assistant Manager, Maryann Terry, Habitat 

Development Director and MaryAnn Dougherty, Publix 

Assistant Manager.                  _________________________ 

   

   The latest addition to the Habitat 

staff is Michael Sollitto, Project 

Superintendent. Hailing from Mt. 

Vernon, New York, Michael and his 

family arrived in Venice in 1996. 

Michael brings a background full of 

experience having been involved in 

the construction business for twenty-

two years, part of that time with his 

own business. Prior to signing on 

with Habitat, he worked for Lee Wethington Homes.  
 
   As Project Superintendent, Mike keeps the lines of 

communication open between the volunteers and the 

construction department, provides support to volunteers, 

materials, tools, etc, required for the daily work schedule, and 

ensures that the volunteers have a productive experience.        

   "I just want to do good for the less fortunate" 
 
    That was the mantra of Hugh Wilson, a big hearted insurance salesman from 

Chicago. Hugh was a great salesman, swimmer and advocate of fitness and health 

products, but never dreamed that after meeting his wife Mary, a creative gal from the 

Ukraine, that they would start designing over 300 molds for hair adornments, sewing 

kits, and picture frames for Hugh to sell on the streets. Brushes, combs, barrettes and 

bobby pins were given to passer bys as samples to take home and see how they 

worked. They performed so well the Wilsons started a factory in Sunbury, 

Pennsylvania in the early 50ôs and sold their products under the name ñWil-holdò. 

The company flourished as it sold its products nationwide for many years. When Hugh 

and Mary decided to sell their company in the early 80ôs, they formed a family 

foundation with the help of their Sarasota, Florida attorney, John Wood. As the market 

grew so did the foundation which they called the Hugh and Mary Wilson Foundation.  Then, in 1995 the Wood family added 

personal stock investments into the foundation to increase their giving capacity and the name was changed to Wilson-Wood 

Foundation.  Today it is still a family affair even after both Wilsonsô death, with John Wood as President of the Board, his wife 

Sadie as Secretary, their daughter Susan as Treasurer, family friend George Fraley as VP, and Susanôs husband Thomas Faessler as a 

Director. Since the foundationôs inception, Wilson-Wood Foundation has given over seven million dollars worth of compassionate 

grant monies to area nonprofit programs that focus on doing good for the less fortunate in our community. Thank you Wilson-Wood 

Foundation for assisting Habitat in building more affordable housing for low income area families! Your trust in us has been 

rewarding.                                                                                        Maryann Terry 

Tom and Susan (Wood) Faessler, right, are 

pictured with Carmen Lanzo, Epifanio 

Rodriguez and sons, house recipients.     


