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A New Habitat Homeowner Exp resses Thanks in Her Own Words

¥
Speech given by Diane Kuta at the -~ 4 3 They were all so positive and really en-
dedication ceremony of her new home / E joyed being there. The camaraderie be-
on June 13, 2009 tween the different groups of people
I would like to start by saying what a Worklng_ togetr:er towarr1d "’I‘(C_If’mmiz‘ gc;_al
wonderful journey this experience ha was unique. | must thank Tony Mercli-
: R ano for teaching me how to do tile work.
been for me. It all began with an article ir . .
. : . He was always very patient and kind to
the Venice Gondolier about Habitat for
. . me, even when | managed to break a few
Humanity. It featured Jennifer and Jes

sica, the homeowners of the Pelican Roe tiles.

Habitat homes in Venice. | thought tc Y . I must also thank all of the people in the
myself, if these two girls can do it, so can Diane Kuta has two children. Jennifer and office for their kindness and understand-
l. Kevin (not pictured,). ing when | had to have surgery suddenly.

| was not able to do my can route or water
It was last December when | was accepted o
my grass but they found people to fill in

into the program. When | heard they re-schedule and enjoy the outdoors at the ?
) . . . . . and do these duties for me so | could re-

quired 300 sweat equity hours, it wassame time. Then came the job sites. The :

. . > i . ; cover quicker.

overwhelming. How could | possibly first time | went it was heartwarming to

work my job, and put in that many hours?see all the volunteers coming together td would also like to thank Mike Sollitto

Well, | started out by getting an alumi- help people own a home that they didand Joe Justice for overseeing all the

num can route which | grew to enjoy. Itnot even know. Everyone was so helpful

was nice because | could set my owrand always made me feel welcome. Continued on Page 3

Chri st Uni ted Met hodi st C h u r cshadaralRotbind C t

Members of Christ United Methodist Church in Venice take t@ongregants donate their time and energy in many ways. Some
heart in many ways t he expraenistouationfinorkievse oth@érs, yike Nrmeé i§ldudy give.thiieir T
church is involved in over thirty ministries worldwide, and itdime in the Habitat office. Anne has been volunteering in the
partnership with Habitat for office for eleven years, and with Judy, helps maintain the strong
Humanity South Sarasota connection between Habitat and Christ UMC. The church quilt-
County inspires countless peo-ing group donates a handmade quilt to every Habitat partner
ple in our South County area. family at the home dedication ceremony. In addition they give a

For over eleven years, Christ set of cutlery and a Bible to each family.

UMC has worked with Habitat Christ UMC helped support the building of the Habitat Faith
partner families, from con- House on Pelican Road and hopes to participate in this program
struction through the home again. The church is strongly committed to helping partner fami-
dedication. Congregant Judyl i es hel p themsel ves, as exem
Pennington, inspired by former volvement with the Self Help and Resource Exchange (SHARE)

'Rosehqary Dashiell, amemberofp r € si dent Ji mmfoodCcopetateve. 6 s wor k
the church quilting group, ~ with Habitat for Humanity, origi-

presents a quilt to new home-na||y brought the two organiza- from seeing partner families ready to move into their new
owner, Jennifer Blackorby. tions together. She started small

Michele Morley, a church staff member, gets great satisfaction

initially organizing church vol- homes. Judy Pennington expres
y org 9 matter how much | have, Il j us:

unteers to bring breakfast for site workers. Over the past decade, . .

. . : -_church member share these feelings. Through their good works
this effort has blossomed into a wonderful partnership that is Q1 Habitat. thev inspire others in the Habitat famil
source of much joy for both church members and Habitat paW'— abitat, they inspire others in the Rabitat family.

ner families.



Habitat Happenings . . . | vee ed wign, our new

volunteer Warehouse Man-

Judith Wilcox, Habitat Executive ager! _Ed has extensive exp_eri-
Director, received the 2068009 ence in the RV and automotive
Charles fADocd Matson Awar d| 1§/dspdservedas mayor for
the VeniceNokomis Rotary Club in ten years in Port_ Clintan, PA.
recognition of her outstanding com- In addition to being a master
munity service and leadership. The electrician, his hobbies include
award states that she exemplifies the the_ rehab and renovation of
motto of the Rotary Club: residential properties. He is a

ASERVI CE ABOVE SELEFO9 welcome addition to Habitat!

Congratulations, Judy!
Adara Robbins,a 2009 graduate of Pine
&igw High School, who interned in the
Habitat Office this summer, will attend
Rice University in Houston. She is en-
rolled in a dual undergraduate/medical
school program which will allow her to
. continue her education at Baylor Medical
School, also in Houston, to eventually
become a pediatrician.

We thank Ma mma Mar i ads Pi zat e¢hei|
Galleria Plaza, Alligator and US 4LTafé Venice on East
Venice Avenue in downtown Venice, afdh i sIRéstaurant
on Jacaranda Blvd across from Wdart for donating a
percentage of their sales on certain days to our affiliate. Lgc
at our website viww.habitatsouthsarastoa.org) for dates and
coupons. Plan to please your taste buds and support Habita

Sherrel Rowell and her
mother, Claretha, enjoy a| Be sure to check out th
Habitat house dedication.| great billboard for the
Sherrel 6s newahiotyaste Reg
North Port was dedicated| | N ki n dBerlin f ¥
in June. Her daughters| Sign Companyof Ven-
Shaquita and Lavasha ang ice. The billboard is 55

son Bryson are memberg located at the corner of
of this partner family. Center Rd. and US 415

behind Walgreens.
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Bruce Lebedun, Bob Kleinschmidt , andtat. Their neighborhood association hagions and restaurants. They even up-
B. J. Carson drove 7,575 miles this sumundertaken fund raising efforts and Klein-dated a website, BoatingAcrossA-
mer, from Venice, Florida to Venice, schmidt has been involved with the Fam-merica.comso visitors could keep track

California and back, to benefit, of their progress, view pictures
Habitat for Humanity South of the journey, learn more
Sarasota County, Inc. Thei about Habitat as an organiza-
vehicle of choice was a cus: tion, and donate to Habitat
tomized Volkswagen automo- South. At one point, over 185
bile/boat affectionately re- people visited their website in
ferred to as a fiBoatswagen. 0 a single day. The Habitat
According to |Lebedun, A Most South logo was promlnently
. . R . featured on the side of the
of our nei ghbjors didndét think
N : N Boatswagen, and along the
webd get out |of Florida. o But
. way, Bruce, Bob, and B.J.
after a few months of preip .
. A heard from many whose lives
maintenance, their journey :
g have been touched by Habitat.
began on May 29and in just

ten days they reached their Thank you, Bruce, Bob, and
California destination. Later. Bruce Lebedun, Bob Kleinschmidt and B.J. Carson in the Boatswaggny ¢y your efforts on behalf
at a Volkswagen car show in ilv CareA-Vanners Group. which travels of Habitat South. Your one@-a
Irvine, CA, the Boatswagen received a y . -lifetime journey has touched many
in RVs to_Habitat sFes around ‘Qe statt
lives. Our '&)est W|shes for your ?d}\]/en—

trophy from the SWHIMPE " RBoa% i nd VAT 0%

Unique Vehicle.o raised awareness for Habitat, handing outtures yet {0 Cofme.

The trio feel a strong connection to Habi-over 300 donation envelopes at gas sta-



