
 Speech given by Diane Kuta at the 

 dedication ceremony of her new home 

on June 13, 2009 
 
I  would like to start by saying what a 

wonderful journey this experience has 
been for me. It all began with an article in 

the Venice Gondolier about Habitat for 

Humanity.  It featured  Jennifer and Jes-

sica, the homeowners of the Pelican Road 

Habitat homes in Venice. I thought to 

myself, if these two girls can do it, so can 

I.  
 
It was last December when I was accepted 

into the program.  When I heard they re-

quired 300 sweat equity hours, it was 

overwhelming. How could I possibly 
work my job, and put in that many hours?  

Well, I started out by getting an alumi-

num can route which I grew to enjoy.  It 

was nice because I could set my own 
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They were all so positive and really en-

joyed being there.  The camaraderie be-

tween the different groups of people 

working together toward a common goal 

was unique.  I must thank Tony Mercli-
ano for teaching me how to do tile work.  

He was always very patient and kind to 

me, even when I managed to break a few 

tiles. 
     
I must also thank all of the people in the 

office for their kindness and understand-

ing when I had to have surgery suddenly.  

I was not able to do my can route or water 

my grass but they found people to fill in 

and do these duties for me so I could re-

cover quicker. 
 
I would also like to thank Mike Sollitto 

and Joe Justice for overseeing  all the 
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Members of Christ United Methodist Church in Venice take to 

heart in many ways the expression ñLove Thy Neighbor.ò The 

church is involved in over thirty ministries worldwide, and  its 

partnership with Habitat for 

Humanity South Sarasota 
County inspires countless peo-

ple in our South County area.  
 
For over eleven years, Christ 

UMC has worked with Habitat 

partner families, from con-

struction through the home 

dedication. Congregant Judy 

Pennington, inspired by former 

president Jimmy Carterôs work 

with Habitat for Humanity, origi-

nally brought the two organiza-
tions together. She started small, 

initially organizing church vol-

unteers to bring breakfast for site workers. Over the past decade, 

this effort has blossomed into a wonderful partnership that is a 

source of much joy for both church members and Habitat part-

ner families.  
 

Congregants donate their time and energy in many ways. Some 

are construction workers; others, like Anne Klaus, give their 

time in the Habitat office. Anne has been volunteering in the 

office for eleven years, and with Judy, helps maintain the strong 

connection between Habitat and Christ UMC. The church quilt-
ing group donates a handmade quilt to every Habitat partner 

family at the home dedication ceremony. In addition they give a 

set of cutlery and a Bible to each family. 
 
Christ UMC helped support the building of the Habitat Faith 

House  on Pelican Road and hopes to participate in this program  

again. The church is strongly committed to helping partner fami-

lies help themselves, as exemplified through the churchôs in-

volvement with the Self Help and Resource Exchange (SHARE) 

food co-operative.  
 
Michele Morley, a church staff member, gets great satisfaction 

from seeing partner families ready to move into their new 
homes. Judy Pennington expresses the sentiment: ñIt doesnôt 

matter how much I have, I just want to give to others.ò  Many 

church member share these feelings. Through their good works 

with Habitat, they inspire others in the Habitat family.  

schedule and enjoy the outdoors at the 

same time. Then came the job sites. The 

first time I went it was heartwarming to 
see all the volunteers coming together to 

help people own a home that they did 

not even know.  Everyone was so helpful 

and always made me feel welcome.  

Christ United Methodist Church Practices ñLove Thy Neighborò       By Adara Robbins 

Rosemary Dashiell, a member of 
the church quilting group,  

presents a quilt to new home-
owner, Jennifer Blackorby. 

Diane Kuta has two children, Jennifer and 
Kevin (not pictured). 
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Habitat Happenings . . . 

ñAN@SHMF @BQNRR @LDQHB@» ENQ G@AHS@S RNTSGBy Adara Robbins 

Bruce  Lebedun,  Bob Kleinschmidt , and 

B. J. Carson drove 7,575 miles this sum-

mer, from Venice, Florida to Venice, 

California and back, to benefit 

Habitat for Humanity South 
Sarasota County, Inc. Their 

vehicle of choice was a cus-

tomized Volkswagen automo-

bile/boat affectionately  re-

ferred to as a ñBoatswagen.ò 
 
According to Lebedun, ñMost 

of our neighbors didnôt think 

weôd get out of Florida.ò But 

after a few months of pre-trip 

maintenance, their journey 

began on May 29th and in just 
ten days they reached their  

California destination. Later, 

at a Volkswagen car show in 

Irvine, CA, the Boatswagen received a 

trophy from the sponsors for ñMost 

Unique Vehicle.ò 
 
The trio feel a strong connection to Habi-

tat. Their neighborhood association has 

undertaken fund raising efforts and Klein-

schmidt has been involved with the Fam-

ily Care-A-Vanners Group, which travels 

in RVs to Habitat sites around the state. 

While ñBoating Across America,ò they 

raised awareness for Habitat, handing out 

over 300 donation envelopes at gas sta-

tions and restaurants.  They even up-

dated a website, BoatingAcrossA-

merica.com so visitors could keep track 

of their progress, view pictures 

of the journey, learn more 
about Habitat as an organiza-

tion, and donate to Habitat 

South. At one point, over 185 

people visited their website in 

a single day.  The Habitat 

South logo was prominently 

featured on the side of the 

Boatswagen, and along the 

way, Bruce, Bob, and B.J. 

heard from many whose lives 

have been touched by Habitat. 
 
Thank you, Bruce,  Bob, and 

B.J. for your efforts on behalf 

of Habitat South. Your once-in-a

-lifetime journey has touched many 

lives. Our best wishes for your adven-

tures yet  to come. 

_________ 

We thank Mamma Mariaôs Pizzeria/Restaurant at the 

Galleria Plaza, Alligator and US 41, Café Venice on East 

Venice Avenue in  downtown Venice, and Chiliôs Restaurant 

on Jacaranda Blvd across from Wal-Mart for donating a 

percentage of their sales on certain days to our affiliate. Look 
at our website (www.habitatsouthsarastoa.org) for dates and 

coupons. Plan to please your taste buds and support Habitat !  

 

Judith Wilcox, Habitat Executive 

Director, received the 2008-2009 

Charles ñDocò Matson Award from 

the Venice-Nokomis Rotary Club in 

recognition of her outstanding com-
munity service and leadership. The 

award states that she exemplifies the 

motto of the Rotary Club:   

ñSERVICE ABOVE SELFò 
 

Congratulations, Judy! 
Adara Robbins, a 2009 graduate of Pine 

View High School, who interned  in the 

Habitat Office this summer, will attend 

Rice University in Houston. She is en-

rolled in a dual undergraduate/medical 
school program which will allow her to 

continue her education at Baylor Medical 

School, also in Houston, to eventually 

become a pediatrician.   

Bruce Lebedun, Bob Kleinschmidt and B.J. Carson in the Boatswagen 

Sherrel Rowell and her 

mother, Claretha, enjoy a 

Habitat house dedication. 

Sherrelôs new house in 

North Port was dedicated 
in June. Her daughters 

Shaquita and Lavasha and 

son Bryson   are members 

of this partner family. 

Be sure to check out the 

great billboard for the 

Habitat ReStore; a ñgift 

in kindò from Berlin 

Sign Company of Ven-
ice. The billboard is  

located at the corner of 

Center  Rd. and US 41, 

behind Walgreens. 

Meet Ed Wright, our new 

volunteer Warehouse Man-

ager! Ed has  extensive experi-

ence in the RV and automotive 

fields, and served as mayor for 
ten years in Port Clinton, PA.  

In addition to being a master 

electrician, his hobbies include 

the rehab and renovation of 

residential properties. He is a 

welcome addition to Habitat! 


