
dent ï she followed the rules, tried to help other residents, pro-

vided them with leadership both by example and directives, 

and filled a void by attempting to get non-VHA affiliated peo-

ple interested in the fates of the VHA residents. Jennifer repre-

sents the true scope of the Public Housing Program: use of pub-

lic housing as a transition to better circumstances.ò 
 
Jessica, a Venice native, moved to Ohio after a start at Venice 

High. ñI returned in 2003,ò she recounts, ñand I never plan to 

leave again.ò Jessica and 

her three boys have been 

living with her family 

since her return. ñFinding 

the time to put in my 

sweat equity hours with 

working full time and hav-

ing three kids,ò said Jes-

sica, ñwas probably the 

most difficult part of the 

Habitat process. My 

mother, father, sister and 

friends all helped me 

through it. They took the 

boys for a few hours, or 

took them to their baseball 

and basketball games so I 

had time to work on the 

house. They are all very 

supportive and couldnôt be 

happier for me.ò 
 
 ñBeing able to help build 

your own home and your neighborôs home is very rewarding,ò 

she says. ñIt makes you appreciate what you have. I think Jen-

nifer and I will always have a special bond because weôve been 

right next to each other through the whole process and will be 

for many more years to come. Having my own home and being 

able to provide stability for my children is a wonderful feeling. 

I want to thank everyone at  Habitat and all of the volunteers 

who put in their own time to help make my dream come true.ò 
 
Family, relatives, friends, Habitat board members and volun-

teers joined the families at the dedication where churches and 

organizations presented gifts to each family, The highlight of 

the morning, of course, was the presentation of the house keys 

to the familiesðthe keys to begin their new journey as home-

owners.   

 

It was the day before Easter Sunday ï a perfect day for new 

beginnings. On Pelican Road in South Venice, two families, 

the Blackorbys and the Richardsons, having ended one journey, 

were looking forward to the treasure they earned over many 

months of work and determination ï the keys to their own 

Habitat homes. 
 
 Jennifer Blackorby and Jessica Richardson are single mothers, 

each with three sons. Their stories are  different, of course, but 

their reality  the same: they 

could only dream about 

having a home of their own. 

The women didnôt know 

one another until they met 

at Habitat while fulfilling 

the conditions Habitat re-

quires of its Partner Fami-

lies. One of those require-

ments involves 300 hours 

of ñsweat equity,ò - work-

ing on your own or other 

Habitat houses under con-

struction, or doing other 

types of work for the affili-

ate. This is not an easy task 

when you have a full time 

job as do both of these 

young women. On most 

Saturdays, they could be 

found at the job site work-

ing beside the Habitat volun-

teers.  
 
ñFrom the beginning,ò Jennifer says, ñPatrick, my sixteen year 

old, was anxious to work on the house, too, to help us get the 

required hours.ò With the permission of the Habitat Board, 

Patrick was given the opportunity to be on the work site after 

school, while his mother was still at work. ñGetting the money 

together for the down payment was the really difficult partò 

Jennifer confides. ñWe all had to make sacrifices along the 

way.ò 
  
When Jennifer and her family arrived in Venice two years ago, 

they lived at Grove Terrace, the Venice Housing Authority 

complex. It didnôt take long for Jennifer to get involved in the 

resident association, eventually becoming its president. Ben 

Bell, a HUD representative who works with the VHA says this 

about Jennifer ï ñ Jennifer was what one calls a ñmodel resi-
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Left: Jennifer Blackorby with sons, Patrick, Joshua, and Caleb. Right: Jessica 

Richardson with sons, Bryson, Jordon, and Kaiden. 



    2. 

VOLUNTEERS HONORED AT APPRECIATION GATHERING  

GARDEN PARK MULTIFAMILY COMPLEX LAUNCHED  

   Even though the start-up site work had a 

delayed beginning, the Garden Park mul-

tifamily complex in Laurel is officially 

underway. According to Joe 

Della Penna, Habitat Construc-

tion Manager, the site work for 

the total nine-building complex 

is 85% complete. This means 

that all the earth moving, sani-

tary sewer, water mains, drain-

age pipes, Verizon and Florida 

Power and Light conduits have 

been finished. ñWithin the next 

several weeks,ò Joe said, ñwe 

will be constructing the founda-

tions for the first two buildings 

and installing the panelized walls and 

roof.ò The plan is to have the first course 

of paving in place so that the families will 

be able to move into each unit as it is 

completed. 
 
   The Garden Park development will have 

two units in each two-story building and, 

Five individuals were singled out for a special ñWalk the 

Talkò award at the Volunteer Appreciation Gathering held at 

the Habitat ReStore in March. ñWith these awards, we give 

special recognition to those who believe in actively doing what 

many only talk about,ò said Executive Director, Judith Wilcox. 

ñThe combined  volunteer hours these five people have given 

to Habitat amount to an astounding 45 years! 

 

Carol Ostrander has faithfully provided office support for 

Habitat for more than five years. Richard Hauck initiated the 

Faith Liaison Committee which engages faith organizations in 

the area to support Habitatôs mission through financial commit-

ments and volunteer workers. Frank Gurney  is the volunteer 

who has ñdone it all,ò from building houses to serving as presi-

dent of Habitat from 1999-2000, and continues to be a Habitat 

leader today. John Milton  has been the driving force behind 

Habitatôs Aluminum Can Recycling Program for nine years. Pat 

Coehlo has taught homeowner courses to every family who has 

partnered with Habitat South for the past seven years. 

Twenty-two volunteers were awarded Habitat for Humanity blue 

polo shirts for having the most documented volunteer hours: 

Russell Burmeister, Frank Rauch, Joe Justice, Sue Ayers, Bill 

Goetluck, Graham McCue, Jack McKenna, Brain Piggot, Dan 

Griffith, John Lauderback, Hal Parsons, San Yoder, Dick Ayers, 

Bob Inglis, Pete Bigelow, Bob Karg, Roger Crowe, Don  

Hohnbaum, Al Pederson, Terry Conner, John Milton, and Frank  

Gurney. 

Frank Gurney, Carol Ostrander and Dick Hauck, three of the five 

Walk the Talk awardees 

Blue Shirt winners Sanford Yoder, Frank Rauch, Roger Crowe, Frank 

Gurney, Bob Karg, and Jack Lauderbach. 

in addition, two one-story duplex villas 

will be able to accommodate physically 

challenged individuals.  In the two-story 

townhouses, the first floor consists of a 

kitchen, dining and family room, and one 

bathroom, with three bedrooms and one 

full bathroom on the second floor. A 

6,400 square foot common landscaped 

ñgreen parkò area is planned, along with a 

possible playground, benches, and social 

area. When completed, the development 

will house eighteen partner families.  
 
   This complex will be the second time 

Habitat has used factory pre-

made insulated panels to con-

struct the external walls and roof. 

The panels are made of energy 

saving and high hurricane wind 

resistant 4ô thick panelized walls. 

ñWe will also install metal roofs 

for the first time, ñJoe explains, 

ñas well as laminate flooring 

since Quick Step, the largest na-

tional manufacturer of this type 

of flooring, has partnered with 

Habitat for special pricing.ò  
 

   February, 2011 is the dateline for the 

completion of all phases of Garden Park. 

ñThat translates into a new building be-

ing started every other month,ò Joe 

notes. ñWe need all the volunteers we 

can get!ò 

 Architectural rending of Garden Park townhouses 


