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TWO FAMILIES, TWO HOUSES, TWO DREAMS COME TRUE

It was the day before Easter Sundaw perfect day for new denti she followed the rules, tried to help other residents, pro-
beginnings. On Pelican Road in South Venice, two families, vided them with leadership both by example and directives,
the Blackorbys and the Richardsons, having ended one journeyand filled a void by attempting to get ndHA affiliated peo-

were looking forward to the treasure they earned over manyple interested in the fates of the VHA residents. Jennifer repre-
months of work and determination the keys to their own  sents the true scope of the Public Housing Program: use of pub-
Habitat homes. l'ic housing as a transition to

941-493-6606 280 Alligator Drive, Venice, FL 34293 www.habitatsouthsarasota.org

Jennifer Blackorby and Jessica Richardson are single mothers]essica, a Venice native, moved to Ohio after a start at Venice
each with three sons. Their stories are different, of course, buHi g h . il returned in 2003, 0 s

their reality the same: they, | eave
could only dream about
having a home of their own.
The wWo me n di
one another until they met
at Habitat while fulfilling

the conditions Habitat re-
quires of its Partner Fami-
lies. One of those require-
ments involves 300 hours
of i swe at wonrk-q
ing on your own or other
Habitat houses under con
struction, or doing other
types of work for the affili-
ate. This is not an easy tas
when you have a full time
job as do both of thesep 8%
On mostEs

again. o
her three boys have been
living with her family
since her retur
the time to put in my
sweat equity hours with
working full time and hav-

ing three kids,
sica, i was pro
most difficult part of the

Habitat process. My
mother, father, sister and
friends all helped me

through it. They took the
boys for a few hours, or
took them to their baseball
and basketball games so |
had time to work on the

young women. house. They are all very
Saturdays, they could be supportive and
found at the job site work- Left: Jennlfer Blackorby with sons, Patrick, Joshua and Ca%jht Jessma happier for me.
ing beside the Habitat volun- Richardson with sons, Bryson, Jordon, and Kaiden. .
AiBei ng abl e t o

teers. .

your own home and your nei ghba
AFrom the beginning, 0 Jennifehe sagys. APlatt rimakes myosi appeea:(
old, was anxious to work on the house, too, to helpus gettheni f er and | wi | | al ways have ¢

required hours.

Wit h the psdghtméxsteeachmtheothfirough bthe wheleapbocessaahd wi bea r

Patrick was given the opportunity to be on the work site after for many more years to come. Having my own home and being

school, while his mother wa sable toiprbvide stabilityoo mykchildrén G e wanderful feeting. e
toget her for the down pay me nwantuoalsank evergonerae Hdbitatyanddall df thé wlurteers p
Jenni fer confi des. AWwWe all waod pwot mark et hsea crr iofwinc etsi mal @ mg h
way. o0

Family, relatives, friends, Habitat board members and volun-

When Jennifer and her family arrived in Venice two years ago,teers joined the families at the dedication where churches and
they lived at Grove Terrace, the Venice Housing Authority organizations presented gifts to each family, The highlight of

compl ex. It

di dnot

t ake | on gthefmmnmingJoé aourse,fwasrthe presentaion of ther housé keys d

resident association, eventually becoming its president. Berto the familie the keys to begin their new journey as home-
Bell, a HUD representative who works with the VHA says this owners.

about Jennifei A

Jenni fer

was what one calls a fAmodel resi -



VOLUNTEERS HONORED AT APPRECIATION GATHERING

Five individuals were singled out for a speciaWa | k tHhaebi t at 6s Al umi num Can ReRatycl i
T a | &ward at the Volunteer Appreciation Gathering held atCoehlo has taught homeowner courses to every family who has
the Habitat ReStore i n Mar cpgartnerdd With tHabitat Southfoe the pastasevdnsyears.we  gi v
special recognition to those who believe in actively doing what

many only talk about, o0 said Executive Director, Judith Wil
AThe combined vol unteer hours these five people have giyv
to Habitat amount to an astounding 45 years!

Carol Ostrander has faithfully provided office support for

Habitat for more than five yearRichard Hauck initiated the

Faith Liaison Committee which engages faith organizations in

the area to support Habitatds mission through financial coc
ments and volunteer workerSrank Gurney is the volunteer

Blue Shirt winners Sanford Yoder, Frank Rauch, Roger Crowe, Frank
Gurney, Bob Karg, and Jack Lauderbach.

Twenty-two volunteers were awarded Habitat for Humanity blue
- polo shirts for having the most documented volunteer hours:
- —m Russell Burmeister, Frank Rauch, Joe Justice, Sue Ayers, Bill
e Sk, Goetluck, Graham McCue, Jack McKenna, Brain Piggot, Dan
. e — <=5 Griffith, John Lauderback, Hal Parsons, San Yoder, Dick Ayers,
Frank Gurney, Carol Ostrander and Dick Hauck, three of the five Bgp Inglis, Pete Bigelow, Bob Karg, Roger Crowe, Don
Walk the Talkawardees Hohnbaum, Al Pederson, Terry Conner, John Milton, and Frank
who has fAdone it all, o0 fromOGQGumedyl di ng houses to serving as
dent of Habitat from 1992000, and continues to be a Habitat
leader todayJohn Milton has been the driving force behind

GARDEN PARK MULTIFAMILY COMPLEX LAUNCHED

Even though the startp site work had a in addition, two onestory duplex villas will house eighteen partner families.
delayed beginning, the Garden Park mulwill be able to accommodate physically
tifamily complex in Laurel is officially challenged individuals. In the twsiory
underway. According to Joe
Della Penna, Habitat Construc-
tion Manager, the site work for
the total ninebuilding complex
is 85% complete. This means

This complex will be the second time
Habitat has used factory pre
made insulated panels to con-
struct the external walls and roof.
The panels are made of energy
saving and high hurricane wind

that all the earth moving, sani- rests t ant 40 t h i ck
. . iWe wil|l al so i nsH
tary sewer, water mains, drain- X .
: . . for the first tim
age pipes, Verizon and Florida ~ .
fias wel | as I ami

Power and Light conduits have

been finished. AWi thin the next
sever al weeks, 0 Joe sai d, i we
will be constructing the founda-
tions for the first two buildings
and installing the panelized walls andtownhouses, the first floor consists of a February, 2011 is the dateline for the
roof .o The plan i s kitclen, diring and farhilg rodmi, and dne cengpleétiors of all phases of Garden Park.

of paving in place so that the families will bathroom, with three bedrooms and ongs T hat transl ates i nt
be able to move into each unit as it isfull bathroom on the second floor. A .
completed. 6,400 square foot common Iandscapetlj ng started every °

The Garden Park development will haveh 9f€€n parko area | "% pf1San ”lrbwe’ APRhg AWt ¢t
two units in each twatory building and possible playground, benches, and socidt & 1 g © tio

area. When completed, the development

since Quick Step, the largest na-
tional manufacturer of this type
of flooring, has partnered with
Architectural rending of Garden Park townhouses Habit at for speci a



