
            2008 Annual Report 
Habitat for Humanity South Sarasota County, Inc. works in partnership with God’s  

people in need to build affordable, safe, decent housing. 
  

  

                                                        Dear Habitat Family, 

   The past year has had peaks and valleys mirroring life in general. The economic 
conditions of our community and area have made fund raising a challenge. We have 

faced adversity in the form of controversy over location of our Garden Park 
neighborhood; through education, many of those who did not support us initially do 

now. We gained much community support through this controversy and found 
that the media truly is our partner. 

   Over all,  we have been blessed with support from 
many who realize the importance of carrying out the 
Habitat mission. This support of so many…volunteers, 
donors, service groups, churches, government, busi-
nesses, and foundations...allows us to proceed in build-
ing more houses and in turn building lives. 
 
   Following is an overview of South Sarasota Habitat. 
The founding volunteers have created a solid organiza-
tion and set the course for all of us. 
 
       WHO WE ARE 
   Habitat for Humanity South Sarasota County is dedi-
cated to building hope for all families through afford-
able home ownership. Our volunteers, donors and staff 
work tirelessly to carry out the mission of working in 
partnership with God’s people in need to build afford-
able, safe, and decent housing. Homeownership em-
powers families with stability and a sense of commu-
nity. The cycle of poverty housing is broken and fewer 
financial burdens are encountered by the family since 
monthly housing expenses are stabilized. Children stay 
in the same school and do better in school; their 
chances  of graduating from high school are 30 percent 
higher than their cohorts and they are more likely to go 
to college. Homeownership promotes stable families 
and communities. 
 
   44 homes have been constructed and purchased in 
South Sarasota County by 44 Habitat families; by early 
spring of 2009, four more families will be homeown-
ers. By the end of the fiscal year (June), we anticipate 
that four to six more will become residents of our Gar-
den Park neighborhood. Habitat purchases land and 
builds homes for qualified families to buy with a no 
interest loan.  
 
   The Habitat program is not a “give away” program 
but a hand up; it requires commitment, saving a re-
quired amount of money, education, the ability to pay a 
mortgage, hands-on construction, sweat equity, and a 
willingness to partner with us. Habitat operates under 
the Fair Housing Act and does not discriminate. People 
of all faiths, ethnic backgrounds, color, and gender 

represent our homeowners. Funding for Habitat comes 
primarily from individual donors and bequests. Churches, 
service clubs, foundations, community organizations, and 
businesses are integral in supporting the mission as well. 
Some government funding is available to utilize. The 
recycling of aluminum also provides an income stream as 
well as our ReStore Home Improvement Center; the Re-
Store especially has increased visibility and awareness in 
the community. 
 
   THIS IS WHAT WE LOOK LIKE 
 
Founded: 1992; Homes built to date: 44; Number of 
volunteers annually: more than 400; Number of volun-
teer groups: more than 30; Number of volunteer hours: 
13441 (1st 9 months of ’08); Approximate cost of con-
structing a single family house: $95,000; Amount of 
monthly house payment for Habitat family (includes 
escrow) $400 to $650 per month; South Sarasota Habi-
tat foreclosure rate: 0 percent; Percentage of original 
home owners in Habitat South County Homes: 81%. 
 
 WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? 
 
   More families are in need of more houses and South 
Sarasota will continue to work to build in partnership 
with them. Our Board is committed to carrying out our 
mission and the strategic goals to build 10, 15, and on to 
20 plus houses a year. This coming year will be an excit-
ing and fulfilling one because we will surpass the 10 
house per year goal and be well on the way to building 
15. Just think about the impact on 15 families and on our 
community! 
 
   We need your support more than ever for this journey. 
Please continue to help us by your prayers, your dona-
tions and your talents. Many thanks to the Board for the 
privilege to serve and many thanks to the Habitat Staff for 
their devotion to the mission. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Judith Wilcox 
 
Judith H. Wilcox 
Executive Director 
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LEGACY CLUB  
($10,000 & up) 

Ayers, Dick & Sue 
Edmund & Elizabeth Campbell  
Foundation, Inc. 
Gollay, Jean 
Hyman, Julia 
Kathleen K. Catlin Fund of Community 
Foundation of Sarasota Co., Inc. 
Publix Super Markets Charities 
Venice Pier Group, Inc. 
Wachovia Foundation 
William G. & Marie Selby Foundation  

 LOCK & KEY CLUB  
($5,000-$9,999) 

Applera Corporation 
Cox, James W. & Wendy 
Dein TTEE, Robert 
Epiphany Cathedral 
Grace United Methodist Church 
Thrivent Builds -Lutheran  
Financial Services 
Venice Sunrise Rotary 
Welle, David & Rosemary  

 ROOFING CLUB  
($1,000—$4,999) 

Anonymous 
Bradway, Richard 
Community Foundation of Venice Golf 
& Country Club 
Fifth Third Bank 
First Choice Construction, Inc. 
Fox, Harrison & Lynn 
Gerney, John & Mary 
Home Depot Framing Hope Program 
Jimco Maintenance, Inc. 
Kiwanis Club of Venice 
Liberty Savings Bank 
New Hope Christian Church 
Plantation Community Foundation 
Prudential Foundation 
George & Alice Pugh Fund at 
Community Foundation of  
Sarasota Co., Inc. 
Sam’s Club 
Schweitzer lll, Richard & Louella 
Sertoma/Sonny Smith 
Trinity Presbyterian Church 
Unity Church of Venice 
Van Pelt, Edwin & Joyce 
Venice Area Board of Realtors 
Venice Presbyterian Church 
Venice United Church of Christ 
Wal Mart Super Center, Osprey 
Wells Fargo Foundation 
Women’s Fellowship North Port Unity 
Church Christ 
Women’s Sertoma Club of Venice 
 

 FRAMING CLUB  
($500—$999) 

Chelsea Title Company 
Christ United Methodist Church 
Friendly Associates 
Gruber Family Foundation 
Hauck, Dick & June 
Ihrig TTE, Ronald S. 
Larson, Connie 

Our Lady of Lourdes Council of  
Catholic Women 
Ross, Irving & Doris 
Senior Options & Solutions 
Van Brunt, Roy & Virginia 
Vander Wulp, Sharon 
Venice Gardens, H.O.A. 
Venice Lions Club, Inc. 
Welsh, Wayne 
Wilcox, Judith & Mack 
 

 SURVEY CLUB  
($100—$499) 

American Legion Auxilliary 
Anderson, Frank  
Ardaman & Associates, Inc. 
Atkins, Donna 
Avenue Hair Design 
Bartlett, Joan 
Belifore, Betty 
Bene, Barbara 
Benkendorf, William 
Bing, Jean 
Boran, David & Arlene 
Border, Lorrene 
Bradway, Linda & Richard 
Brandt, James & Patty 
Britton, Jon 
Broadbridge, Patricia 
Buehler, Violet S. 
Byron Family Corporation 
Cahry, Barbara & Dennis 
Campbell, Paul 
Candee, Rita & Bryant, Elizabeth 
Capri Salon, Inc. 
Carpenter, George 
Carruthers, Keith & Margaret 
Christ United Methodist Church 
Church Women United 
Clinch, James & Bobbie 
Coelho, Al  & Pat 
Coleman, Joan 
Colombo, William & Kathy 
Comeau, David & Eleanor 
Community National Bank of Sarasota 
Community United Church of Christ 
Women Fellow 
Conner, Terry & Edith 
Coval, Dulane & Beverly 
Dallam Jr., Dr. Henry & Edwina 
Daniels, William & Joan 
Dearbury, Ruth Ann 
Decker, Patrick & Linda 
Della Penna, Joseph 
Dena Complete Travel 
Dermody, Kim 
Driscoll, Raymond & Constance 
Dych, Martha & Bruce 
Edelmann, Donald & Donna 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
Englewood United Methodist Women 
Equity Investment Properties, Inc. 
Evangelical Covenant Church of  
Bay Indies 
Everhart, Kathleen 
Farnsworth, Barbara 
Felcyn, Gloria 
Fields, Dr. W. Jeffrey & Larue 
Freeman, Barbara & John 

Furst, William & Darla 
Geary, Stephen & Sandra 
Goetluck, Bill & Harriet 
Golden, Robert & Loretta 
Gormly, Gladys 
Grant, Michael & Lorraine 
Gurney, Frank & Margaret 
Hahn, Ermina 
Hahn, Rolf & Judy 
Hammet, Fred & Debra 
Hanks, James & Susan 
Harris, Don & Janet 
Harrison, Robert 
Heisey, Dr. Robert & Judith 
Hennig, M. G. & G. H. 
Hillelson, Karen 
Horse & Chase Inn 
Jelks, Ruth, Jones, John & Denise 
Jurgens, Fred & Margrit 
Kaiser, Jerry & Bonnie 
Keal, Susan 
Kelly’s Stone Sand & Boulder, Inc. 
Klause, Joseph 
Kontor, John & Deborah 
Kopple, Laura 
LaGrand, Louis & Barbara 
Lakeridge Homes 
Lakeside Lutheran Women’s Guild 
Lambert, Ronald & Judy 
Lane, Stephen 
Lane, Jack & Patricia 
Lang, Suzanne 
Langan, Thomas & Mary 
Layton & Company 
Leahy, Joan H. 
Lentile, Susie 
Lobdell, David & Barbara 
Loeser, Gil & Carol 
Lugar, Frederick & Janet 
MacArthur, Lindsay & Waren 
MacDonald, Robert 
Maddox, Kevin 
Mahlmeister, Joseph & Jacki 
Mahon, John & Betty 
Martin, Ed 
Martin, J. Paul & Roberts 
McAdam, Jean & Phil 
McCarthy, Nancy 
McLaren, Natalie 
McManus, Ann 
McNamara, John & Valerie 
Melson, Wallace & Emily 
Meurs, Brain & Ronnie 
Meyn, Thomas & Kaye 
Mittelstaedt, Henry & Linda 
Mooney, Laurie 
Morris, James 
Mouhat, Emile & Deborah 
Munson, Norman & Peggy 
Myher, Debra 
Namack, Wendy 
Naselsky, Rose & Alan 
National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges 
National Slovak Society 
Naugle, Adele 
Neacy, Mary 
Pack, Gaylord & Jane 
Pape, John & Helen 

Paradiso, Tim 
Peters, Jesse & Lorraine 
Picazio, Redenta & Stephen 
Piech, Frank & Kathie 
Piggott, Brain & Irene 
Pixley, G. William 
Podolsky, Kathy & Ivan 
Powell, Ed & Caroline 
Powers, Mary Jo 
Price, James 
Putnoky, Albert & Ellen 
Radefeld, Larry & Golda 
Rauch, Frank & Joan 
Reed, Randy & Dorothy 
Reynolds Ventures, Inc. 
Roberts Insurance Group 
Rogers, Stephen & Linda 
Rommel, Dr. John & A. E. 
Rosenthal, Drenna 
Roskamp, Steve 
Russell, Don & Jean 
Ryan, John & Ann 
San Pedro Catholic Church  
Ladies Guild 
Sandmeyer, Ralph & Sandy 
Sasanecki, James & Patricia 
Schanz, Charles & Barbara 
Seif, Bob & Lynne 
Shershin, William & Lois 
Simkins, Andy & Nancy 
Simmons, Steve & Cook, Judith 
Skentzos, Col. Peter 
Skinner, Ernest 
Sneider, Jack & Nancy 
Spaugh, Stephen & Sandra 
Spaulding, Ann & Wilberding, Ann 
Sponaughle, Tom & Rosalie 
Starks, Zona & Grant 
Stephens, Kimlisa 
Stewart, Lambert E. 
Stewart, Robert & Ean 
Stunney, Cindy 
Sullivan, Joan 
Sundin, Charles & Beverly 
Sundin, Lance 
Tamblingson, Floyd & Audrey 
Terry, Maryann 
Vendemia, Barbara & Salvatore 
Venice Area Chamber of Commerce 
Viola, F. A. & Alberta 
Wachter, Joyce 
Waldron, George & Leona 
Wilcox, Don & Audre 
Willson, William & Lawrence,  
Deborah 
Wilwant, Ray & Darlene 
Young, Joseph & Mary  
Zucker, Michael 
Zwetschke, Thomas & Beverly 
 

 BUILDERS CLUB  
($5 - $99) 

Ambrose, Stephen & Louise 
Angelo, Rudy & Lorraine 
Augustyniak, Stefan 
Balsinger, Angela 
Barbato, Victor & Geraldine 
Belle Luna Café 
Belsham, Michael 
Bennaway, Laura 

                         HABITAT DONORS REPORT 
             October 1, 2007—September 30, 2008 
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Bia Lowas, Elidia 
Bissonnette, Roger & Louise 
Bocckino, Harry & Mary 
Bone, Margaret 
British Open Pub 
Brown, Linda 
Brown, Wilfred & Jeanne 
Buchiane, Jack & Catherine 
Bueter, Elizabeth G. 
Bunch, Marjory 
Burgie, Richard & Arlene 
Burr, Carl & Barbara 
Burrows, Douglas 
Byron, Lee 
Casgrain, Charlotte 
Chaddock, Virginia 
Chofey, Greg 
Clinger, Byron 
Collins, Thomas E. & Judith 
Compton, Gary & Carol 
Cromwell, David 
Croteau, Robert 
Culshaw, Richard & Ilona 
Cunningham, Joseph 
Dahn, Susan 
Daylilies 
Dayton, Norma & Bruce 
Decker, Roger & Dolores 
Delpuppa, Peter & Sharon 
DeMoss, Marie & Finley 
Dennis, H. M. 
Derocher, E. Elaine 
Dickson, Carole 
Dolney, Eleanor 
Donovan, Robert & Janice 
Dowling, Ann 
Downie, Bruce & Janice 
Doyle, Lorraine 
Duerre, Richard & Harriet 
Duffy Trust, Phyllis M. 
Durney, Jeanne 
Dutil, Jane 
Elden, John & Barbara 
Ensor, D. Richard & Bernadine 
Esty, K. L. 
Falco, Robert & Linda 
Fallon, Kathleen 
Fannin, Judith 
Ferris, Beth 
Finfer, Robert & Eileen 
French, Kim 
Gazo, Patricia 
German, Arthur 
Germer, Junelle & Frederick 
Girls on the Run 
Gooden, Will & Julia 
Graham, Bonnie 
Greene, Eleanor 
Groff, Michel 
Gurney, Frank & Margaret 
Hall, Ann 
Hanson, Malcolm & Margaret 
Hanushek, James & Ann Jane 
Harris, Debra 
Harshman, Dr. Arthur & Kelly,  
Geraldine 
Hart, Craig & Neidra 
Haupt, Thomas & Sandra 
Hawken, E. Robert & Marilyn 
Heckler, Yvonne 

Helfund, Elliot & Martha 
Hill, Cornelia 
Hill, Jerome & Patricia 
Hiltner, John & Marian 
Hintz, Gerald & Bonita 
Hodgkins, Patricia 
Hoffman, Margaret 
Hohan, Richard & Anne 
Hopkins, John & Linda 
Horan, Thomas & Pauline 
Hough, Jr. D. Grady 
Jacques, Paul 
Jarrett, Karl & Margaret 
Johns, Claire M. 
Johnson, Robert & Mary  
Jones, Laurie 
Jordan, Walter & Doris 
Joseph Sr., Michael & Bernadette 
Jovez A. C. & K. L. Esty 
Justice, Joe & Charlene 
Kent, David & Susan 
Kernaghan, George & Lorraine 
Kesler, Roland & Jane 
Koson, Joan 
Krupa, Mary  
Kruzynski, George & Eileen 
Lauterbach, John & Joan 
Lehmkuhler, Cas & Naomi 
Lewis, Dwain & Adeline 
Lister, George & Joan 
Long, Michael & Joyce 
Lutze, Raymond & Elizabeth 
Lynch, Daniel & Susanne 
Madden, Jeanne 
Masterson, Mary Ellen 
Mavis, Theodore & Elizabeth 
Mayer, Marguerite 
McBride, Elizabeth 
McCollough, John & Kathleen 
McCoskey, Jane 
McCoskey, Linda 
McFarlane, Rose 
McGillicuddy, Barbara 
McLaren, Natalie 
McMahon, Josephine 
Melaragno, Mary  
Michel, Sharon 
Miller, Barbara 
Mucio, Dr. & Mrs. 
Mulcahy, Paul & Jeanne 
Murphy, Donald & Inge 
Murton, Mary  
Meyers, George & Holly 
Nancy’s Hair Studio 
North Port Auto Body 
Norton, Patrick & Sally 
Oakley, Donald & Marion 
O’Brien, Daniel & Marie 
O’Dea, Blake & Timothy 
O’Hara, Arthur & Margaret 
Oliver, Charles & Joan 
O’Mahony, Simon & Joan 
Pereira, Jean 
Pfanner, Bernadette 
Piaseczynski, Stanley & Mary  
Prebeck, Otto 
Provino, Francis & Janet 
Quinn, Jeri & Roger 
Quirk, Quentin & Marlene 
Radefeld, Larry 

Ramsey, M. L. 
Randall, William & Annelisa 
Reilly, Daniel & Joyce 
Reinhardt, Rosemary 
Ricci, Raye & Robert 
Rich, Lucille 
Rivette, Morgan 
Roberts, Wayne 
Rogers, Stephen 
Ryan, George & Beatrice 
Ryan, Mary Ellen 
Sager, Marjorie 
Sarnecke, Henry & Emily 
Schliesmann, John & Bernice 
Schnitta, Lois 
Schreder, Marvin & Mary   
Seabrook, Sunny 
Sears, Louise 
Shern, Marian 
Snyder, George 
South Venice Civic Association, Inc. 
Sewart, Debbie 
Stones, Adele 
Stones, Cynthia & Ehrlish, Marvin 
Strote, Argelyn 
Sullivan, James 
Summitt, Nancy Jo 
Sundahl, Jim & Mary Kat 
Taylor, Lynn 
Taylor, Vivki 
Taylor, William & Cindy 
Terry, Sandra 
Thornton, Tammy 
Tiedebohl, Susanne 
Trainor, James & Ruth 
Truex, Dorothy 
United Way 
Ursel, David & Valencic-Ursel, Shari 
Uthey, John & Janice 
Van Wagner, Addison & Eleanor 
VanHoef, John & Joyce 
Vaughn, Theodore 
Velez, John & Janeth 
Vernon, Dick & Janice 
Vladessa, Philip & Elsie 
Waggoner, Jacqueline 
Wagner, Ralph & Joan 
Walker-West, Jean 
Wardell, Robert & Edith 
Washburn, Paul & Mary  
Weir, Steven & Buglewicz, Carolyn 
Welch, Sherrey 
Werner, Robert & Ruth 
West-Walker, Jeane K. 
Wheeler, Mary Alice & Cox, Kristine 
White, Elizabeth 
Williamson, Laura & Rev. Gale 
Windgassen, Richard 
Winkelman, Paul & Marlys 
Winston, Arnold 
Wise, Don & Shirley 
Wojcik, Phyllis & Herbert 
Yellow Springs Professional Center 
Young, Norma 
 

 GIFTS IN KIND 
Abde, Patricia 
Ace Amazing Character  
Entertainers 
Alpha Spray Foam 

Always an Occasion 
American Apparel Designs 
Avenue Hair Design 
Babe’s Plumbing, Inc. 
Basketville 
Beach Biker & Triker 
Bed Bugs 
Bill Evans Interiors 
Brindley’s Liquor 
Bronze Beach 
Café Venice 
Calcs Plus 
Captain’s Landing 
Carney, Paula 
Casey’s Grill & Tavern 
Chelsea Title Company 
Comfort Suites 
Deming Concrete & Masonary 
Eden Spa 
Frazier, Joan 
French Coiffures 
Gasparilla Plumbing 
Grebe Appraisals, Inc. 
Gulf Breeze Art & Framing 
Historic Spanish Point Home Front 
Island Gift Nook 
Island Gourmet 
Java Florist & Coffee House 
Jeld-Wen 
Jon Marcus Salon 
Keeton’s Office Supply 
Kiles Ace Hardware, Inc. 
Kilwins Chocolates & Ice Cream 
Klingbeil, Robert, Esq. Klingbeil & 
Roberts 
Krystyna’s 
LaCasa Delquetzal 
MHP Renovations 
Mike’s Painting Service 
Nice Diggs Home Furnishings 
O’Toole, Kevin & Tracey 
Paper Pad 
Petrie, Mary  
Piggott, Irene 
Pit Stop Auto Repair Shop 
Plantation Golf & Country Club 
Ralph’s Interiors 
Reflections in Gold 
Sanddollar Bookstore 
Schwinn Bicycles 
Serenity Gardens 
Shabby Chic Beach Cottage 
Sharon VanderWulp - Kanetsky, 
Moore, & DeBoer 
St. Marco Boutique 
Sunbug 
The Bag Lady 
The Islander 
Treasure in Time 
Venice Scarlet Maccaw, Inc. 
Venice Tropical Shop 
Village Gifts & Gallery 
Walt Disney World Co. Community 
Relation 
Waterlefe Golf & River Club 
Whirlpool, Corporation 
William B. Houghton PE Chartered 
Yale Security 
Ziemke, Cheryl 
 

We gratefully acknowledge and thank the following donors  
for  their support of Habitat’s Mission 
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Financial for Lutherans, who provided 65% of the con-
struction costs. There are currently four houses under 
construction: two in North Port and two in South Ven-
ice. 
 
VOLUNTEER PROGRAM 
From January 1, 2007 – September 20, 2007, 12,440.3 
volunteer hours were recorded. For the same period in 
2008, volunteer hours were 13,441.7 hours – an in-
crease of 1000 hours. A record number of volunteers 
helped with the construction of the four houses built in 
a row on Collins Road in Laurel. Groups from local 
corporate, civic and religious organizations were help-
ful, particularly on Sod Day when 170+ volunteers 
came to lay sod for all four houses. In an effort to 
broaden the volunteer base, speaking engagements and 
presence at local fairs and festivals are actively being 
sought. The monetary equivalent of a volunteer’s 
time is $17.38/hr. Our top 20 “wage earners” (you 
know who you are) have volunteered to the tune of 
$98,568.74. 
 
RESTORE COMMITTEE 
Celebrating its first anniversary in January, the ReStore 
Home Center continues to be a success story. With the 
downturn in the economy, donations have slowed but 
Brian Dickerson, Director, has countered by adding 
everyday items to the inventory, creating an additional 
base of new customers. 
 
FAITH LIAISON COMMITTEE 
The first “Church” house was built in 2007 through 
Habitat’s partnership with a number of Venice 
churches. In 2008, with the expansion of the group to 
include other religious organizations, a second “Faith” 
house is currently under construction. 
 
ALUMINUM CAN PROGRAM 
Over 8000 pounds of aluminum cans were collected 
during 2008 which brought in over $4,400 for Habitat. 
Some grants have been received based on the number 
of cans collected over a given period of time. Routes to 
retrieve cans are one way partner families can fulfill 
part of the sweat equity requirements needed to obtain 
a house. 
 
COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE 
Four editions of THE RAFTERS newsletter were pub-
lished with the last edition being mailed to 5,300 vol-
unteers, friends, and supporters. A change of printers 
has facilitated the printing process.  E-mail Blasts from 
the Volunteer Coordinator and the updating of the web-
site have greatly enhanced the communication system. 
Press releases for Habitat news/events were initiated 
through the Committee and Habitat Office. 

GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
This Committee assists the Board in recruiting new di-
rectors, recommends officers and committee chairper-
sons, and works with the Executive Director to improve 
governance policies, planning and organization effec-
tiveness. In 2008, a Director Information handbook was 
prepared, work was begun on a series of Bylaw changes 
to enhance Board effectiveness and continuity, commit-
tees were charged to develop an operating charter, and a 
process initiated to establish written goals by which to 
measure performance. 
 
FAMILY SELECTION COMMITTEE  
This Committee makes recommendations to the Board 
for the approval of families they have determined, using 
a thorough process of screening and interviewing, to be 
qualified as Habitat Partner Families. Ten families were 
recommended in 2008.The Committee established poli-
cies on homebuyer workshops and credit counseling for 
applicant families, revised guidelines on personal refer-
ences needed by applicants, and established ways to ex-
plore credit-worthiness through non-traditional means 
for applicants with no credit history. 
 
FAMILY SUPPORT COMMITTEE 
Each family accepted into the Habitat program is as-
signed a “Sponsor” from this Committee. The sponsor 
acts as an advocate, liaison, partner, and friend, answer-
ing questions, resolving problems and giving moral sup-
port to that particular family. The sponsors continue this 
relationship even after the families become homeown-
ers. Including all Habitat families, there are currently 41 
sponsors. The Committee developed a new charter and a 
training packet for new committee members. Sponsors, 
working with New Hope Christian Church, provided 
free $25 gift cards to Payless Shoe Source to 57 children 
from Habitat families. 
 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Habitat’s first special fund raising event, Sweet Home 
Habitat, was held in April at the Venice Community 
Center. 305 tickets at $50 each were sold, netting 
$26,000 after costs. Credit card donations are now possi-
ble at the Office and over the phone. New donation en-
velopes will reflect that choice as well. Planned giving 
services will be highlighted this year. The total amount 
of grants approved for 2008 amounted to $295,435. 
Grants pending currently amount to $1,101,800. 
 
CONSTRUCTION REPORT 
During 2008 seven homes were constructed and dedi-
cated: one in North Port, one in Nokomis (the first pan-
elized construction home), and five in Laurel. One of the 
houses in Laurel was built in partnership with Thrivent 

HIGHLIGHTS OF HABITAT COMMITTEES FOR 2008 
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